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The first critical historic moment was 27 March 997, recorded in chronicles as the official date of the founding of Gdańsk. A stronghold had already existed on the Motława, but it was on that day that the Bishop of Prague, Adalbert, arrived in Gdańsk and brought with him Christianity. Gdańsk, by entering the circle of Christian Europe, became a full member of the modern world with its universal system of values.
From the very beginning, the town, because of its location, had maintained numerous contacts with many nations, while mercantile pragmatism had led to an openness towards the world, without a trace of xenophobia. Here was the crossing-point of trade routes from the west to the east and from the north to the south of Europe. As early as the 9th and 10th centuries luxury   goods were arriving in Gdańsk from the Arabian states. In the 12th century Gdańsk was an important sea port, and a centre of political and economic life. The port greeted ships from Byzantium, Persia, England, Flanders, the Walloon lands, Germany, Sweden, Denmark and Courland. The town was full of the sounds of many tongues, and it absorbed cultural novelties from around the world. Together with the growth of the individual wealth of Gdańsk’s citizens, their intellectual aspirations also increased. 

The next significant date for Gdańsk was the year 1224, when merchants from Lubeck, at that time the greatest experts in the difficult craft of trade, arrived and settled in the town.
They brought with them the greatest achievements of civilisation, including the so-called Lubeck Law, which set in order and codified all matters to do with trade. It was they who took upon themselves all difficulties associated with trade and became intermediaries, and in so doing laid the foundations for Gdańsk’s strong bourgeoisie.
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In 1361 Gdańsk became a full member of Hansa, a mercantile organisation whose official foundation had taken place at a meeting in Lubeck in 1356. The Hanseatic League, whose aim was economic co-operation, attempted to standardise laws, regulations and currencies, to introduce mutual reductions in payments, and to act together to eliminate competitors. It was a confederation of many towns, places and communes set up in order for trade transactions to proceed without interference from the pirates on the seas and bandits on land routes. It embraced an area which included the Baltic Sea and the North Sea, and even stretched as far as Portugal, Spain, Russia, Finland and Iceland.

Gdańsk was talked about as the granary of Europe.   And so it was. Each year between February and November over 200 ships came into the port of Gdańsk for goods which had arrived along the Vistula from all of Poland. In those days, known as the golden age of the city, over 75% of Polish exports were loaded in Gdańsk. Three hundred multi-storey granaries were filled with the Polish grain for which Europe waited so impatiently. The length of the port quays was greater then in London, while the Gdańsk crane, today one of the city’s most popular sights, was, right up until the 19th century, the largest port crane in Europe.
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What, apart from the obvious economic position, decided and still decides about Gdańsk’s exceptional nature? Undoubtedly its inhabitants - the creators and the guardians of Gdańsk’s greatness. In the period of the development of the city, which became a veritable bourgeois republic, there lived here people of German, Polish, Dutch, Flemish, Scottish, English, Scandinavian, Russian, Czech, Slovak, Hungarian, French and Italian extraction, making Gdańsk a truly multi-cultural and multi-ethnic melting-pot. There was also something else, something much more important - tolerance of religious differences. This feature was perfectly because concisely summed up by Gunter Grass when he accepted a doctorate honoris causa from the University of Gdańsk: “Before the madness of nationalism overwhelmed the peoples of Europe and deprived them of their understanding, this city was always open to waves of refugees: Dutch Mennonites, Scots, French Calvinists - all found refuge here.” And these were times when Europe was embroiled in the absurdity of bloody religious struggles. People who were persecuted elsewhere for their beliefs found refuge in Gdańsk, which became for them their new homeland, and to which in gratitude for this tolerance, they gave their talents.
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In the 15th century from Hungary came one of the city’s most important mayors Bartłomiej Schachmann, born in 1559 - a humanist, a patron of the arts and sciences, and a propagator of the renaissance on the Motława River. It is to a great extent to his enthusiasm and artistic taste that Gdańsk can be grateful for its unique beauty. The essential stopping-points on a tourist’s trail around Gdańsk - the Great Armoury, the Golden Gate, the Neptune Fountain - are all connected with the name of Schachmann, a Gdańsk citizen who wanted his city to equal the then much-admired Venice. And so it happened. Gdańsk was very often referred to as the Venice of the North.
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At the end of the 16th century there came to Gdańsk from Flanders the Uphagens, Calvinists forced for religious reasons to seek a friendly city for themselves. Having made their fortune, later representatives of this family - Piotr and his son Jan - gave themselves up to a passion for collecting and for books. Transforming their house on Długa Street into a kind of museum, they presented it together with its unique furnishings to the city. Nowadays the building houses the Museum of Bourgeois Interiors. Similar examples abound in Gdańsk It was such citizens of Gdańsk who over successive generations offered to the city their talents, enthusiasm and knowledge. And together they created the spiritual climate of the city, which is present to this very day. 


The riches coming from trade bore fruit in the development of culture, science and art. This was transformed into spiritual and material beauty, still evident despite the fact that the absurdity of the Second World War almost destroyed it all. 
Main Town was raised from the rubble by post-war generations of Gdańsk citizens, both those newly-arrived and the older ones. It was faithfully rebuilt and returned to its old splendour out of respect for the values which the madness and senselessness had not managed to destroy. 
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Long Street and Long Market
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Together forming the Royal Route, rank among the most beautiful streets of Gdańsk. Perpendicular to the Motława River, they start at the Golden Gate and end at the Green Gate. The route used to mark the residential area of the richest Gdańsk patriciate, and almost every house has its own, rich history. The oldest authentic buildings date back to the Middle Ages, though most of the urban development reaches back no later than to the modern times. The houses at Long Street are typical for Gdańsk with their narrow facades topped with gables or parapets. 


                                                                                   The Green Gate 
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Before this elegant structure was erected, the site had been occupied by the oldest gate in town, the 14th century Cog Gate. Pulled down in 1564-1568, it made room for the now surviving Mannerist building. The construction works supervised by Regnier of Amsterdam and Hans Kramer from Dresden lasted from 1568 to 1571. The gate was designed to provide residence for monarchs during their visits in the city. 

The Oliwa Park 
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The Oliwa Park in its present shape was started in the 18th c. replacing the previous cloister gardens. The park takes pride in plant specimens originating from almost all over the world. The eye can feast on the alpine gardens dating back to 1920, the winter gardens, grotto, and cascade, and the hornbeam alley first planted as far back as in the 17th c. 


                                                                                    

St Mary's Street 
Beyond any doubt one of the most beautiful pockets of Gdańsk. Starting at St Mary's Church on the one side, it leads onto Long Embankment through the Medieval St Mary's Gate. The lane is a gem of the old Gdańsk cityscape. The narrow houses with their terraced entrances and richly decorated facades once belonged to affluent merchants and goldsmiths. The picturesque scenery of the place has for ages inspired men of letters and painters. 
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St Mary's Church 

The Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the largest brick shrine in the world, went through several stages of development over the period of 1343-1502. The interior displays many exquisite pieces of Medieval and Baroque art, to name but e.g. the stone Pieta from about 1410, a copy of the Last Judgement by Hans Memling, the original canvas dating back to 1472, the astronomical clock built by Hans Düringer in 1464-1470, or the main altar put up in 1510-1517. The church is 105m long, including the tower battlements, the main tower is 77.6m high, and the vaults soar 29m above the floor. 
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                                                                                        St Catherine's Church 
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The oldest parish church of the Old City, erected in 1227-1239. First founded by the princes of Gdańsk Pomerania, it was substantially expanded in the 14th c. Until 1944 the shrine had dazed visitors with its internal arrangement brimming with Gothic, Mannerist, and Baroque treasures. The year 1945 marked its destruction. Today, this historic structure is fully restored. Once inside, it is worth resting your eye on the paintings by Anton Möller and Izaak van den Blocke. Here, you will also find the 1659 tombstone of the famous astronomer, Jan Hevelius. The 76-metre high church tower supports a fine carillon. 


The Highland Gate 
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Starts the so-called Royal Route that takes you along Long Street and Long Market up to the Green Gate. Its builder, Hans Kramer of Saxony, erected it as a link in the chain of modern fortifications put up to frame the western city borders in 1574-1576. Initially of brick, in 1588 it gained its present shape transformed by Willem van den Blocke of Flemish origin. 
                                                                                                         

                                          The Golden Gate 
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Built in the Renaissance style in 1612 - 1614 to the design of Abraham van den Blocke. The 1648 stone figures along the parapet were carved by Peter Ringering and represent allegories of citizen's virtues, that is Caution, Justice, Piety, and Concord. Next to the Golden Gate squats St George's Brotherhood Manor erected by J.Glotau in 1487-1494 to the Late Gothic cannon. 

The Golden House 
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ranks among the most exquisite buildings in Gdańsk. Its founders were Judith of the Bahrs and her husband Jan Speymann, the latter a rich merchant and an enlightened sponsor of arts. The house comes from earlier than 1609 and was designed by Abraham van den Blocke who was also the author of some of the sculptural decorations finally completed in 1618. The aura of fame the house is veiled in is due to its magnificent and abundantly rich facade. 

                                                   The Artus Court 
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following the fire that had destroyed the previous 14th century building on the site, the Court was given its present shape in 1477. The facade was transformed by Abraham van den Blocke. The Mannerist doorway is adorned with medallions bearing royal portraits. The Court's elegant interior hides a huge, 12 metre high, Renaissance tiled stove, a mid-16thc. masterpiece by George Stelzener. The decorative tiles were painted by master Jost who used this opportunity to portray the eminent European rulers of the times. The likenesses are interspersed with coats of arms, personifications of virtues, and planets. The site was the meeting place of the Gdańsk patriciate. 
The Oliwa Cathedral 
This Holy Trinity, Blessed Virgin Mary, and St Bernard's Church was first erected as a Cistercian shrine back in the 13th c. Reconstructed in 1350 after a great fire. The Gothic interior decor burned down in the 1577 fire and was replaced with Baroque fixtures we can admire today. The Oliwa Cathedral is 107m long which makes it the longest church in Poland. The decorative gem of the place is the Rococo organ prospectus from 1763-1788. When built, the instrument was acclaimed the largest in Europe. 
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The Hall of the Main City 
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was built between 1379 and 1492. The helm over the 80m high tower, put up by master Dirk Daniels from Zealand is crowned with a gilded metal figure of King Sigismund Augustus. Three wings of the building around the yard as we see it today were completed in 1593-96. The interior is decorated in the Dutch Mannerist style. 

The Hall of the Old City 
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erected in 1587-1595 by Anthony van Obbergen. The building displays the classic features of high quality Mannerist Flemish architecture. Inside, surviving 17th century allegorical paintings by Adolf Boy on the walls, and allegories by disciples of Herman Han's school on the ceiling.

...and MANY, MANY MORE!!!!!!!!!

But Gdańsk is just a part of agglomeration of Tricity:) Below you can see what is waiting for you if you travel 15 minutes by commuter train
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Sopot - a genuine seaside health resort center that has a great geographical location - lying between the beautiful woods of the Treble City Landscape Park, and the numerous sand beaches of the Bay of Gdańsk. Sopot is known for its sanitaria and countless artists and tourists, who visit the city especially during summertim.e 
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The Monte Cassino Heroes Street is the center of Sopot, being in fact a promenade where cars cannot drive. On both sides of the street there are countless XIX - XXth-century houses, some of them housing pubs or restaurants today. To discover the real charm of the town, turn into one of Monte Casino's side streets, where you're bound to admire 
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numerous art nouveau houses, antique parks and gardens. One of such beautiful streets shelters the splendid Sierakowskich Manor - today the seat of Sopot's Friends' Society. At the end of Monte Casino you'll find The Wooden Pier. It is the longest wooden pier in Europe. During summertime, for a small fee you can enter the pier, and admire the coastline. You'll be amazed at the sight of Grand Hotel (one of the largest and most impressive in the Treble City) on one side, and Zhong Hua - Chinese Hotel on the other, where the Łazienki Południowe (South Baths) used to be. In summer, there are jazz concerts on the hotel's terrace every Thursday. 
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The Forest Opera is also an interesting place, famous for its interwar Wagner concerts, and since 1961 - for the International Song Festivals . Another place worth a visit is the horse racetrack, situated between Gdańsk and Sopot, built over a hundred years ago, and occupying a surface of 33 ha, which used to host international horseracing events of European renown.
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Gdynia - young, but quickly expanding harbor city situated just at the seashore, offering many tourist attractions as well as splendid shopping opportunities and a lot of entertainment. The city was founded as a Polish harbor in 1926. Because of its unusual location, you will easily catch great views of the sea and beautiful scenery, and also find long stroll sidewalks, beautiful waterfronts, marinas and yacht clubs. Gdynia is the only city in Poland and one of the few in Europe to pride on such a long and accessible seashore. Kościuszki Square  is the sightseeing center of Gdynia. The ships moored in dockyards , like the “ORP Lightening” destroyer or the or the Pomeranian Gift for instance, are the biggest tourist attractions. Scenes that you could otherwise admire only in the depths of the oceans offered by The Maritime Museum and Aquarium will leave you speechless. Now we recommend taking a walk along the Seaside Promenade. You can enjoy the beautiful panorama of the harbor and of the city from the top of Stony 
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Mount, easily recognizable by the large cross on its top. On your way to the mountain, you will pass the famous Musical Theatre, which stages the world's most-famed musicals. Another famous place is The Municipal Theatre with its Summer Stage on the beach in Orłowo, where all shows are accompanied by the gentle humming of the waves. Jazz artists from all over the world often perform in Sax Club, placed in the main building of the Theatre. 
Gdynia is also a great city for shopping. The most attractive places for spending your money are Starowiejska and Świętojańska streets. There is a modern and exclusive shopping center named "Batory", at the intersection of 10 Lutego and Władysława IV streets, where luxurious shops and state-of-the-art architecture intermingle.






